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MINUTES. 


-2@o—— 


The Judson Association convened with the Oak Hill Charch, 
Saturday befpre the 2nd Lord's day in September, 1856. 

Brother William C, Thomas being absent, the Introduc tory ser- 
mon Was preached by Elder A. L. Stovall, from ‘John. 4th 24th, 
“(od is a Spint: and they. that worship him must worship him in 
spirit and in truth.” 

"The Association then convened: after prayer by Elder William 
Young, woceeded, with the former Moderator in the Chair. Ap- 
winted Elders G. D. Russell and W. J. Thomas to read the letters. 
tra from fifteen churches were then read, and their contents 
minuted. No letter or messengers from Hepzebah charch. 

The Association organized by electing Elder A. Strovaiy, Mode- 
rator and W, D. Thomason, Clerk. 

Called for Petitionary letters—none presented. Called for Cor- 
respondence from sister Associations: ‘brethren E. Sinith, T. Belcher 
and Elder Potter presented minutes from the Chickasaw Association, 
and were cordially received as corresponding Messengers, Elder 
Murphy, from the Aberdeen Association, and brother (. C. Me- 
Daniel, from th® Big Hatchie Association, were gladly received, 

The Moderator then announced the following committees. 

On Devotional Exercises—brethren Benson, Reeves, Tatom, Rob- 
ertson, with the Pastor and Deacons of Oak Hill church. 

On Arrangement—Elders G. C. Johnson, Howel, Andrews and 
Young, brother Jamison, with the Moderator and Clerk, 

On Finance—Brethren R. M. Borum, Phillips and R, Pitta, 

On Ministerial Gifts—Elder G. D. Russell and bro. C. A. Marshal. 

On Education—Brethren J. R. J amison, 8S. W. Robertson and R. 
M: Borum. | , 

a of Religion—Elder William Young, brethren C. Ward and 

. Drown. ; 


Home Mission—Elder William J. Thomas, brethren Owen and 
‘nson, 


Bible Cause—Elder T. Howel, brethren A. L. Eaves and E. F. 


‘Jackson, 

Foreign Missions—Elder J.J. Andrews, with brethren C. A. 
Marchal — RK. E. Fowler, “ 
issions—E} [c i ore 
> Ee Fahaeaet GC. Johnson, with brethren W. T. Liv 
Jan, Temperance—Elier R. Rice, with brethren 8. mage 
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the A os ha sf t ' ’ hich “4 destitute are to be 
sup ih thy ( i to anivat Lo every 
one that belheveth.” h of truth is committed to the 
eharch To bk t rospel, and thereby exercise faith in 
Christ is nécessary to «aly ition. Now brethren “ how can they be- 
lieve on him of whom t! ey have not heard? and how ean they “hear 
Withdit a preacher? Christ sayn, Go, proach the Gospel tercrery 
creature. ‘That truth which he has committed unto us (the ehureh) 
must be preached to the poor and destitute, “ It hath pleased God 
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.f 1c Way to the Sa- 

is the duty of the Church to strive to furnish 

pure word of d, al 1 instruct the heathen, 

them to res iv t for therein they, learn 

es to God and man t it this khnowledee it would be 

t to send the missi: nary tothem, Weftind that wherever the 

Bible poes that light and knowk de follows, and where it has never 
and | latry prevail, 


been Sent Suberst ion 
Finally, 

tributions to the Sout! 
a : 

latiwg the Bible, that 


the Bible alone teaches us how to live thatwe may get home to that 


we would recommend to the churches to send their con- 

ern Bible Board to aid in ecg 2 and eren- 
we may send it to the benighted Heathen; for 
Fest that is promised to all the finally faithful. 


Respectfully submitted, - TILMAN HOY y EL, Chairman, © 
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6 REPORTS, 


Report on Foreign Missions was rend, received, amended and 
adopted. 

Your Committee beg leave to | 

Rerogsr—That the magnitude of the int: fests involved gives im 
portance to the subject contided to us, when/we take into « 
ation the population of the earth as has been estimated at on thou 
sand millions souls, and that of ths number, six hundred and tify 
millions are Pagan Idolators, one hun Ireland titty millions Ronan 
Catholics, “xtv onfhons Greek Cat) oles, one hundred and seventy 
millions Mohamma dens, and six mil ions Jews, all of om ake. obs 
jects of christian m sions, Ought t this fact to.ercite ust ye ater 
Vigilance in the missionary cause? ‘Wh, never 
shall be brought to excite their |: sitimate effects upon the minds 
and hearts of Go.l'« people, then, and not till then, will the f 
christian missions be comm need in earnest, not to oce py time in 
reviewing th gracious provider c by which we have be on brought 
tm the high degree of civilization which we now enjoy. Let us re 
flect each for himself on that distinguishing ier: v by which we. as 
well as many of the dearest objects of « iraffection have been | roncht 
into the contlition of heirs of (rod and joint heirs with cur Lord 
Jesus Christ, and that command of him, whom we: ai knowledge as 
our Lord and Master, which is « mphatically his great Command. and 
that work which ix truly the great work of the Charch. Brethren, 
let as remember that those most dear to our hearts, ‘who were once 
aliens and styaners, Without hope and without (sod, are now re 
joicing in the contident « tpectation of that’ glory and immortality 
promised in the blessed gospel Now, in view of thesa unspeakable 
mereies, let ts ask our conssien- “, and onr dear dving and risen 
Redeemer, how mach we owe him. Ought w not as Messengers 
and Churches to be sedulo islv engaged in sending the bread ef life 
to the perishin millions, who are w ithout the gospel? 
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w! 
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All of which is submitted, 


J. J. ANDREWS, Chairman. 


CORRESPON DEN¢ *E. 


Chickasaw Association—Elders J.J. Andrews, and A. L: Stovall 
James Carlton, Charles Ward, and H. C. Jones— brother Carlton te . 
Write. 

Bear Creek Association—Elders J. M. Herren and R. Ricé—Bro. 

to write. 5 ‘ 

Aberdeen Association—Elders J.J. Andrews and G, C. Johnson 
—Brother R. M. Borum to write. 

After prayer by the Moderator, the Association adjourned to meet 
at 8 0’clock to-morrow morning, ¢ 

Texspay Morxtva, 8 o'clock. 

After prayer by Elder G. C. J ohnson, the Association resumed its 





REPORTS. 


Report on the State of Religion, read; received and adopted, as 
follows 

The Churches are all in peace, and well represeated, and our hearts 
were cheered when we Jearned that so many of them had been re- 
vived. It should be great encouragement to us to know that the 
Churches composing this Association have so good a state of feeling. 
There have not been ulany additiond, but they are all alive to a sense 
of the necessity of a refreshing from the presence of the Lord. We 
would recommend our Brethren to live humbly, and prayerfully in 
the sight of God, that He may pour out His spirit upon us; that the 
grace of God, which-is within us, may continue to be more fully de- 
veloped ull the coming of the great day. We notice that there is 
‘ a spirit of tuissions in some of our Churches, and it is to be thoped 
that others, or all of them, will come up to the work with all their 
bearts, and help liberally with their means. 

Respectfully submitted. . 
WM. YOUNG, Chairman. 

The report of the Executive Board was read,received and adopted, 
as follows: 

Agreeably to the expectation of the Association we effected an 
Srrangment with Brother G, C. Russell to travel and preach to the 
destitute within our limita. Upon reftection Bro. Russell declined, 
and we werenot able to secure the labors of a missiongry. We, 
however, appointed Bro. T. Howel to supply the Macedonia and_ 
Shilo Churches, and Bro. Wm. (. Thomas to supply a destitute 
neighborkood until the Association met. _ For an account of the 
amount of their labors we refer you to the subjoined extracts from 
their reports to us, ’ 

We would respectfully recommend that the Association appoint 
the Executive Board as convenient to each other as possible, as wo 
find it difficult to secure the attendance of a quoran. 

W ¢ would further say, that the circumstances which surround us 
call loudly for increased effort upon the part of the Association, to 
occupy the destitute portions within our Rinite, with a faithful and 
energetic missionary of the cross, i. | 

We award to Bro. T. Howel for services rendered 847 50, $10 of 
Which is paid by Macedonia Church. To Bro. Wm. C. Thomas $20. 

All of whieh is respectfully sabmitted. | 

B. JACKSON, Chairman, 

Bro. Howel found the two Churches, Shilo and Macedonia, in a 
cold and scattered condition. The Lord has blessed his labors. Shile 
: aoe become more united, the congregation increased and one 

\ded » vaptism, Macedonia is much revived, having had eleven 
ec ¥ baptism, Bro, Howel reports twenty-nine days labor with 

© two Charches, with nights, Bro. Thomas reports twelve days 

x. havin preached fourteen sermons and baptised four persons, 

The dae he Shilo Church paid Bro, Howel #4 50.- : 

Ssociation elected an Executive Board, consisting of five 
viz: B. Jackson, H. C, Jones, R. M. Borum, G, c Thom- 
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au and J. N, whe consented to serve, 
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DOCUMENTS 


Union meeting of the first District ¢ be- held with the Unity 
Church, Friday before the 3rd Sunday in J ily, 1857; Elder 5. 
Moore to preach the Introductory sermon—subiect. Feet W ashing: 
bother William C. Thomas, alternate. 

Easavs.—Elder William Hox d, on Communion. 

Elder William C. Thomas, on Duties of Deacona, 

Elder 8. Moore, on the r lative duties of Pastor and Charch. 

Brother C. W. T tylor, ors the propriety of brother géing to lew 

‘with brother: and if so. how ? 

Elder J. M. Herrin, on Ministerial Gifts. 

Union meeting of the second District to be held with the Pleasant 
Valley church, Friday before the 4th Sunday in July, 1957; Eider 
g : ‘ 





‘> werours, wre. ee, - 9 
William J. Thomas to preach the first sermon, Elder G. D. Russell, 


alternate, -_ . 
Essavs.—Eldor Wiltam J. Thomas, on Foet Washing, 
Elder ¥. Howell, on relative duties of Pastor and Church. 
H. C. Jones, on duties of charch members to each other, 
B. Jackson, on relative duties of Parents and Children. 
Elder William y eames, Duties of Masters to their Servants. 
Elder J. J. re —— of Union Meetings — 
Elder G, D. Ressell, on tion, 
Wa. D. Thomaxon, ‘To. what ettent should Ministers engaie in 
Politica, te . ae : 
Elder R, Rive, on the Atonement, . 
A. L. Eaves, on the Call to the. inistry. : 
Klder A, im oe the of Sunday School« 
IKOW on Redemption. Ay 
Eller LG. W. Mallett, on Faith, . 
A, ve on Ministerial — Gifla. + . 
Hl. W, Jackson, on importance of young church members at- 
ame panctually their Conference Meetings 
Brethren Elders W, L. Stack, M. Ball, and L. Ball, cuning in, 
werFinvited to seats, who ed, 
Resolred, That the 12th Article of the Constitation Me «o altered, 
as to dispense with the missionary sermon, 
Kescleed, That the Abstract of Principles, Constitution, and 
Rules of Decorum be published in the present Minutes. 
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON FIN ANCE 
Received from the churches to pay for Minutes, .. . . $38 
For Domestic Mission from Hopewell church, 
From Center Rill chureh, : 
“  Boguefala church, 
- ae church; 
ickory Grove church, 
Pleasant Valley church, 
Poplar Sprin church, : these : 
tome ehurch, a 
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W. D. Thomason in account with the Judson 
1856. Cash on hand at close of the Association, 1855. .; 
; “ Collected on Sunday, Sept. 14th, 1856,....... a debi 
Received from Commitice on ype ‘ 
By collection in Association for Bible. ‘attae, 
Received of Oak Hill church for Home 
By a Lady, 
Indivictual donations for Minutes, 


Cr. : 

Cash paid for Minutes, 1455, 
May 10, 1856, sent to Indian Mission Board, 
o ry To Foreign “ -- 

Sept, 1856, Paid Exceutive 


Cash on hand; 
a 


REPORT ON SUNDAY SCHOOLS, 


The great object of Sunday sehoots is the study of the revealed 
word of God. A great object; indeed! As a means of ve ith 
second only to- the preached Gospel, Upon examina of the 
history of Sunday schools, we find that a goodly number of the 
members of the church of Christ, date their con, ictions to the Sab 
bath school, and even some of our most eminent ministers have thefe 
been made partakers of the racy of God. With these facts pre 

sented to our minds, ought we not to give our assent and influence 
to the establishment Sanday schools in our several churches and 
?. roa is not enough that we barely assent, 
mee and efforts should be given. The prosperity of 
Zion, with the of God, vreatly depends upon the cooper 
tion of parents inthis great work, Sunday schools never prosper 

“when parents take no lively interest in them. 
;* Dear brethren and sisters, let us not only send our children, bat 
‘go with them, and when we go, Ict us offer up our petitions to the 
er a God that He will enlightew their and seal instruc 

to 


Respectfally submitted, | 


A. C. Taro, Chairman, | 





at ot a 6d utes a. ee 


s’4 sews ee ss Ae 


di 


vee hl 


ed this qubject in all its moral suasion, so that in a general sense, the 
i been made to feel the forge of the, influence of 'Tem- 
perance Maine to Louisiana. i 
We define Temperance to be the moderate, and well regulated use 
of all those things that God has designed as a blessing to. the human 
family, and the total disuse, as a beveraye, of all those things which 
tend to vitiate yereeption, and lower the masses in the scale of intel- 
‘Jectual or exercise. ‘Temperance is the-handmaid of Religion. 
To be a christian and under the influence of intem ce at the 
une time, is contradictory in the nature of things. Because chris- 
~ tians are said in the scriptures, to be prrtakers of the Divine Nature 
there is a likeness between Christ and the whristian, The scriptures 
teach us, as a common brotherhood, that we «hould take tp our cross 
daily and follow the Savior, and in this, the subject of Temperance is 
fairly presented for our consideration. ‘The church in herself should 
be a temperate body, adhering strictly to the principles of sobriety 
and moral rectitude, Aside from such a course, the church of - 
Christ conld pot sustain her piety and exercise a saving influence 
upon those with whom she mingles and associates, Therefore, breth- 
rea, in view of the vast itnportance of Temperance in a scriptural 
sense, we say to fathers, have you sons that partake of the intoxi- 
cating bowl, if so they are fable to heoomd coufirmed inebriates, and 
bring your gray hairs with sorrow to the grave, Fathers, if possi- 
ble turn your sons from habits of intozication ; abstain yourselves 
every appearance of evil, Mothers, we appeal to you to aid us 
in saving man from the abyss of intemperance, for it is certain that 
your influence can effect much upon this subject; by your influence 
we shall-he able to carry the banner of Temperance into the very 
defiles of inebriation, and save-bundreds from ruin. a 
_ In conclusion, we would say to our daughters, you can aid ws much ‘ 
in this great enterprise ; for there is, to all intents and pu in’ 
female example, an influence sufficient to control the w id in the 
principles of moral suasien, - . 


All of which is submitted. It. Riex, Chairman. 


REPORT ON MINISTERIAL GIFTS. 

Your committée on ministerial gifts submit the following report— < 
we minister is God's gift to the church for her spititual upbuild- 
ing. The preaching of the Gospel is the prime instrumentaiity by 
which the church is to be fed with the sincere milk of the word of 

thereby edified and apeaned. Withodt a living ministry, 
the church would wither and die, es 

Again: It is by the miniétry that the church is to evangelize the 

rid. The Savior an * Go teach all nations,” “ preach the Gos. 

pow  srestarss° ae command rests upon the charch, 

accomplish ‘M06 through ber preachers ? 

_ We admit that there are Chir alee ipemne, bas this isthe 
. ™ one. These gifts, we must not are rx the cht 





2 Benger 2S ai, we 
ope under God, all he designed her to da. Tf what we have st 
~~ truc, how unspeakably important is it that the. church at, 
nourish, and briny: forth her ministerial gifts, ee 

1. Seek oat: By which we mean she is to inquire among her 
bership, particularly the young, to know if there is not one or 
who have impressions to preach. One of the evidences of a call te: 
this work, is a bdrning desire to cugage fn it. Another is, . 
to teach, by which we understand the Apostle to mean, the 
communicating the trath. Of the former, the individual bimelfi 
the sole judge. The church ix to decide upon the latter. It is pet” 
the duty of every one who has the in jon, to preach, U . 
point the church should be exceedingly cautious, One may ave be 
lesire bat not the requisite qualitications, These must be len 
lhe MING [eT sob, 


orl 
7 
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It isto be feared some have brought themselves vot who are . 
Salifie! for the great work. While others, whe had the desire aud- 
jossessed the qualification, but who were ‘modest and nnase 
have boon, throagh the neglect of the church, driven from the min 
istry, and their influence lost to the cause of Clirist. Te may be said 
(roel wall call and qualify his own ministers. So he will. But how? 
Rather nuraculousl y or through the use of means. Will God, sl 

e 


aufible voiee call, and by a clireet interposition of his power, q 

the preacher of the Gospel ?- No! How then is this done? 
answer, God leads the inhtiv dual to the work by the iDipressians A 
bes spirit, aod qnalities him hy the use of means which ate lox red jaw 
the church. Onur duty, then, brethren, is plain. We are to look out 
’ the gift, the minister. and, ander God, to prepare him for the gieat 
work. ; 

Firstyby edneating them, pot te v \KE THEM Pekacnets bat be 
cause they ARE PREACHERS, Send your young minitters to College, 
if youean. If you cannot do this, liberate their hancs that they: 
thay give themselves to reading and study. Much may be accom 
plished ontsideeé a school, if the church and minister will do theitt 

y. Encourage them to commence a regular course of study, that 
they may acquire, at least, a knowlelge of the clenientary branches 
of an English edoeation. How many of our ministers are destitute 
of a knowledge of these? We do not say this to reflect upon any 
one, but we mention it to show that the churches afe much at fualt, 
Those ninisters who could not enter College, havi: been too mach 
neglected. ‘These things have wot been brought i tore rane - 
impressed upob their minds. We should buy Tor them, if they ane 
not able, coal books, both literary and theological, and they ought 
to read and study them, that thereby they may avail themselves of 
the labors of the learned and pious who have gone before. I remark 
again, that all this may be accomplished at home—around one's M 
fireside. It will doubtless take a longer time, than it would in College, 
but the same end can ined, which is a well trained mind, 
is 80 Very. necessary to tninister of the pel. It is our da 

n to offer t ities, and the p eh to accept and | 
hem. Awl the man who is too i dolent | Jahor' bat 
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mind, sees he may become useful, ought not to be encouraged in 


the we 
“All ot which is respectfully submitted. Liege ts & 
é' Y Q. D. Resskis; Chairman. 
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RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION OF THE BLACKS, 

Your committee have taken this subject under conaideration, and 
our hearts are grieved to see that part of our population so much 
neglected in regard to religious instruction. They grow up ene 
us without any regular form of Scripture teaching. Our Chure 
houses being, in general, too small to receive them, they stand 
around the doors and windows, exposed to all the inclement elements, - 
exhibiting, on many occasions, such anxious countenances as must en- - 
list all the sympathies of @ christian. heart. Their distance from 
teaching, ancomfortable situations, and neglected condition, are cal- 
culated to prodace indifference, irregular attention and unbelief. 

Let ua, brethren, remember the commission which we have . 
received, in confidence, from the Savior. He said “ preach the gos- © 
pel to every creatare.” How are we preaching the gospel to our 
servants, when our deportment towards them, necessarily creates 
unbelief in them? It is through reason and tryth that Ged will con- 
vert them, if they are ever converted. How must ihey reason in 
reference to our conduct ? They go at our bidding, they come at 
oar call, they till our lands, they do all our ménial service, make us- 
capital, and are yet not provided with a regular system of religious 
instruction, nor even a place in our Church-houses that they may 
call their Own, How musi they reason in view of all these things, 
when we point them to the love of the adorable Savior, and our- 
selves the sabjects and examples of His love? Brethren these things 
ought nut 80 to be, ; ; 

The Lord in confidence gave the Gospel to his people in trust, and 
will require, at their hands, a strict account. Let us, therefore, dear 
brethren, in love to our Savior, and the souls of our servants, labor 

_ Constantly for their salvation, 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 


8S. MOORE, Chairman. 
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: REPORT ON INDIAN MISSIONS, 
Our committee on Indian Missions leave to rt: 
That there is no mission for which we ald feel & dec 











is the pillar and ground of 
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their salvation ? 


G. C. JOHNSON, Chairman. 
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Next Association to be held with the Jaw Church, near 
Moorsville, Ittawamba county, Mississippi, Sat ¥ before the we 
ond Sunday im September, 1857 ; Elder 8. Moore to preach the I» 
troductory Sermon, Elder William Young, ven 


Kesoleh, That we recommend the members the Charches of 
this Association, to take the “ Tennessee Baptist,” and read it ater 
tively, as we believe it to be an able expositor of the truth as it is in 
Christ Jesus, | 

Resoloed, That we recommend to the Baptist generally, the “ Iroa 
Wheel,” by J. R. ¢ traves, Theodocia Earnest, and Orchard’s Charch 
History, as being worthy of our faithful Ee} 

‘Resolved, That hereatter all Missionary funds be paid directly to 
the Treasurer, 

Resoloed, That the thanks of this body be hereby tendered to 
the Moderator and Clerk, for the taithtul manner in which they have 
discharged their respective duties. 

» Resoloed, That the thanks of the Association be tendered to the 
brethren and friends of Oak Hitt neighborhood for their kindness 
and hospitality. 
- After reading the minutes, the brethren marched to the stand, and 
united in singing that precious hymo—* How firm a foundation,” 
&&e., took the parting hand, united in prayer, and were dismissed. 

. A. L. STOVALL, Moderator. 

Wy, D. Taowasow, Clérk. n 
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STATISTICAL TABLE. 
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CHURCHES | Days of NAMES OF MESSENGERS 
Merting 
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wday We © Thomas, [0,) T M. Garrathers, XM. horum 
& Moore, (0) CA Marshal, R E Powter 
GM. Pillips, A.C. Tatoss, B Shedicis 
BP. Jackson, & Reeves, J. R. Jamison 
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YE 
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Puc 
do 
do 
do 
Macedonia. do J. Lewg, 1. Stedevent. L. Leng. 
Batic " 1 & wr ‘Geaniuan, K Mocttes 
Uainy 4.4 4. M. Herrig, [L.) BR. Johnson 
do A. L. Mores (0.) G D. Russell, [(0.) W. D. Thomason 
4 Not Kepreseniot 
4- Thee Phetton-# M. Robingon, OC Ward 
do We. Toung, (0) A. Jones, h. Pit ee 
do 4.3 Andrews, (O.) J Owen, J. F. Potter 
1 T. Howe, (O.) Wm. J. Thomas, (O,) A. L Eaves 
4 & Gentry, D Brown, W. Wright 
to R. Rice, [O,) C. Benson, J Oariten 
’ G. C. Johnson, [O0.) E. P. Butler, BM. Box .. 


Hickory Grove 
Heyaihes 
Picastit Valley 


Ordained Ministers marked core . ** - (0) 


Licensed Ministers marked cece ° ° seeee {h) 











